UM presents annual friends of the library banquet by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
3-28-2001 
UM presents annual friends of the library banquet 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM presents annual friends of the library 
banquet" (2001). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 17163. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/17163 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 5981 2 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net.) or 
the News Release Web site at www.umt.edu/urelations/releases/
March 28, 2001
Contact: Jerri Balsam, assistant to the dean, Mansfield Library, (406) 243-6800.
UM PRESENTS ANNUAL FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BANQUET 
MISSOULA -
Author and research historian Dave Walter will receive the H.G. Merriam Award for 
Distinguished Contributions to Montana Literature Wednesday, April 11, during the 53rd 
annual Friends of the Mansfield Library Spring Banquet Gala at the Holiday Inn Parkside.
Banquet tickets cost $20 when purchased before April 6 and $25 at the door. To buy 
tickets, call The University of Montana Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at (406) 243- 
6800. The evening will include a 6 p.m. reception, a 7 p.m. dinner and an 8 p.m. awards 
ceremony. UM history Professor Harry Fritz will emcee the event.
Walter works at the Montana Historical Society in Helena. He has published numerous 
works, including “Christmastime in Montana,” “Today Then” and “Montana Campfire Tales: 
Fourteen Historical Narratives.”
In “Montana Campfire Tales,” Walter offers 14 glimpses into Montana’s rich past, 
including the tragic Baker Massacre, Truman Evert’s harrowing ordeal in Yellowstone and 
Carrie Nation’s ill-fated temperance campaign in rough-and-tumble Butte. Walter also is the 
creator of the popular “Jerks in Montana History” session at the annual Montana History 




Walter is the 21st recipient of the award. Previous winners include such distinguished 
authors as Richard Hugo, A.B. Guthrie, Annick Smith and James Welch. Last year’s winner 
was Deidre McNamer.
The Lud Browman Award, which honors outstanding contributions in scientific writing, 
also will be presented. It goes this year to environmental journalist Dick Manning of Lolo.
The seventh recipient of the award, Manning has authored “Inside Passage -  A Journey 
Beyond Borders,” “Food’s Frontier: The Next Green Revolution Last Stand,” “A Good 
House, Grassland and One Round River.”
Previous Lud Browman Award winners include John Craighead, John Horner, Dorothy 
Patent and David Quammen.
A variety of other awards will be presented during the gala, including the annual 
FitzGerald Library Scholarship, which will be given to two UM students.
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